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passion for service has contributed immensely
to the betterment of our nation. Through her
broad range of roles in our government, she
has spent her working life in the service of
others, and this merits my most sincere grati-
tude. | ask that the House join me in wishing
Pam the best as she begins the next chapter
of her life.

————
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Mr. LANCE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life of Mr. Doug Niece of
Flemington, New Jersey, who passed away
earlier this month at the age of 93. Mr. Niece
was a long-time Cubmaster for Cub Scout
Pack 61 in Flemington, where he served for
more than 60 years and influenced the lives of
more than 6,000 scouts.

Mr. Niece was a beloved figure in the Boy
Scout community and is believed to have
been the longest-serving Cubmaster in the
country when he retired from his scouting re-
sponsibilities in 2010. During the Boy Scouts
of America 100th anniversary celebration, he
was honored and recognized as one of the
Top 100 Scouters in service to the Nation.

Mr. Niece was professionally involved with
Hunterdon County’s two major newspapers,
first the Republican and later the Democrat. In
Flemington, he led the annual Christmas tree
lighting and organized the traditional pre-dawn
Christmas carolling with the Flemington Chil-
dren’s Choir School. He also served as a
board member of the Jennie Haver Scholar-
ship Fund, as a volunteer aide at Franklin
Township School and an elder, deacon, Sun-
day School teacher and superintendent at
Flemington Presbyterian Church.

| had the great pleasure of knowing Mr.
Niece and seeing many of his great contribu-
tions to the Flemington community. | know he
will be missed by all who were influenced by
his dedicated public service.
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Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Mr. Richard Roof for his extraor-
dinary service to the people of Paducah, and
Kentucky’s entire First Congressional District.
Mr. Roof is celebrating his fortieth year as
manager of Barkley Regional Airport. Barkley
Regional’s existence is due in part to Paducah
native Vice President Alben Barkley, for whom
the airport is also named. The airport provides
travel to Chicago’s O’Hare, one of the best
connected airports in the United States.

Richard’s career in the aviation industry
began in 1962 when he passed the commer-
cial pilot's written exam, at age 18. Through-
out Mr. Roof’s college years he would work as
a pilot, carrying overnight mail between Lex-
ington, Huntington and Louisville.

Richard Roof took the job of assistant man-
ager on July 1, 1974, and two months later,
he took over as manager. Richard’s role at the
airport is not limited to sitting behind a desk.
Richard is said to wear “many hats,” which
has proven beneficial to the airport's oper-
ation. When not carrying out his managerial
duties, you may find him snow plowing the air-
port’s 80 acres of pavement.

Throughout Richard’s 40 year tenure as
manager at the airport, he has witnessed the
evolution of the airline industry. Through Rich-
ard’s leadership, the airport has survived the
changes and weathered periods of unfavor-
able economic conditions, and has emerged
as a $30 million economic mainstay in West-
ern Kentucky.

Richard Roof serves as a symbol to all
Americans that through hard work and dedica-
tion, one life can truly change the lives of hun-
dreds. | would like to call to the attention of
the House of Representatives, Richard’s many
years of service to the people of Kentucky and
urge all members of Congress to join me in
congratulating him on this milestone.
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Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor a cherished
colleague to the Science community, Dr. Cora
Marrett. After serving with distinction for nearly
two decades she will be retiring after serving
as Deputy Director of the National Science
Foundation (NSF).

Dr. Marrett is a shining example of what it
means to be an effective public servant She
has built her career on bipartisanship, exper-
tise and dependability. Dr. Marrett has always
kept the needs of the American people close
at heart. Dr. Marrett deserves to be com-
mended for serving at the helm of NSF during
tumultuous times, such as sequestration and
the government shutdown. She earned NSF’s
Distinguished ~ Service Award for  her
groundbreaking leadership of the Social, Be-
havioral, and Economic Sciences directorate.

As Ranking Member for the Committee on
Science, Space, and Technology, | have the
distinct pleasure of working closely with Dr.
Marrett. Over the years, she has dem-
onstrated a tremendous mastery of the polit-
ical process and led NSF’s mission to achieve
excellence in U.S. science, technology, engi-
neering and mathematics (STEM) education at
all levels. She has shown a clear commitment
to furthering scientific and intellectual ad-
vancement here in the United States. | am es-
pecially grateful for the insights she provided
as a witness a number of times. | thank her
for her service and wish her the best of luck
in her retirement.

Mr. Speaker, the National Science Founda-
tion (NSF) and the American people will be
losing a loyal advocate this August. | have an
immense amount of respect for Dr. Marrett,
and | wish her and her family all the best in
any future endeavors.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-07-25T13:02:53-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




